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obtain a permit to enter France, the plan fell
through. " I wanted to go to Valenciennes by
train to embrace you/' Chopin wrote. " But
a few days ago I couldn't get as far as Ville
d'Avraye, near Versailles, to my god-daughter,
and the doctors will not let me leave Paris. It's
my fault for being ill ; otherwise I would have
met you somewhere in Belgium. Perhaps you will
manage to get here, though I am not selfish
enough to demand that you should come here for
me. I am so weak that you would have only a
few hours of boredom and disappointment alter-
nating with a few hours of pleasure and good
memories ; and I should like the time that we
spend together to be only a time of complete
happiness."

This was one of Chopin's last letters. Another
was written to Franchomme who had just gone
away in search of sunshine for his health. Chopin,
who had not even the desire so to venture, wist-
fully turned his thoughts to his friend in Touraine.
Three doctors had just had a consultation and had
forbidden him to move from Paris. He was fully
aware of his condition and yet was strangely un-
perturbed. Indeed, he -was looking forward to
seeing Franchomme during the winter " under
excellent conditions." But after a few sentences
a heavy sigh escapes : " How I should like to
spend a few days with you all 15J

It is to Charles Gavard, whose sister was one of
Chopin's pupils, that we owe an account of the
composer's end. Gavard frequently came to read